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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
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Box No- Vlli Certain observations on the international application ■ 
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Re Item V. 

1 The following document is referred to in this communication: 

D1 : GB 1 052 859 A (ANDRE GILLET) 30 December 1966 (1966-12-30) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1 AND 8 

2.1 The subject-matter of claims 1 and 8 are not new in the sense of Article 

33(2) PCT, and therefore the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT are not met. 

2.1 .1 The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A garment hook assembly comprising: a hook portion (4,5); and a base 
portion (1 1) pivotally mounted to an inner panel (2) of a vehicle (page 1 ,line 
57 to 63); wherein the gamient hook assembly Is automatically deployed 
when the inner panel (2) is moved from a raised position to a lowered 
position. 

2.1 .2 The document D1 discloses also: 

A garment hook assembly comprising: a hook (20) pivotally mounted to a 
surface (2); a base (2), wherein the base acts as a cover over the hook (4,5), 
wherein said hook (4,5) Is automatically deployed when the surface (2) is 
moved from a first position to a second position. 



3. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-7 AND 9 

3.1 Dependent claims 2-7 and 9 do not contain any features which, In 

combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT In respect of novelty and/or inventive step, the 
reasons being as follows: 

3.1 .1 The feature of claim 2 wherein the inner panel Is a liftgate assembly of 
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the vehicle" Is merely one of several straightforward possibilities for the 
mounting of the garment hook assembly within a vehicle from which the 
skilled person would select, In accordance with circumstances, without the 
exercise of inventive skill. 

Claims 3 and 8 are obvious as a garment hook should be capable of holding 
a garment. 

The subject-matter of claims 4-7 consists in the selection of known materials 
for the hook and base portion of the hook assembly. Such a selection can 
only be regarded as Inventive, if the selection presents unexpected effects or 
properties. However, no such effects or properties are Indicated in the 
application. Hence, no Inventive step Is present in the subject-matter of 
claims 4-7. 

Re Item Vm. 

4 The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because 

claims 1 and 8 are not clear. 

4.1 The term "automatically deployed" used in claims 1 and 8 does not meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for which protection is 
sought is not clearly defined. The claims attempt to define the subject-matter 
in ternis of the result to be achieved, without providing the technical features 
necessary for achieving this result. An unambiguous disclosure that the 
automatical deployment occurs due to gravity is missing. 

4.2 The syntax and the wording of claim 1 "...garment hook assembly Is ... 
deployed when the inner panel is moved from a raised position to a lowered 
position" is unclear, Article 6 PCT. 

The relative temns "raised" and "lowered" leave the reader in doubt as to 
their reference positions, thereby rendering the definition of the subject- 
matter of said claim unclear. 

Furthermore the description discloses the movement of the hook from a 
raised to a lowered position when the iiftgate Is raised. 
Claim 1 Is unclear because according to its syntax it is to be understood that 
the deployment of the hook occurs when the inner panel is lowered. 



3.1.2 
3.1.3 
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GARMENT HOOK ASSEMBLY 
Technical Field 

[0001] The present invention relates id an interior accessoty for a vehicle and in 
particular to a garment hook mounted on a door or lif);gate of a vehicle. 

[0002] ' Topically, vehicles are provided with relatively small hooks placed on 
^ther side of the headline of the vehicle behind the firont seat for receiving clothes 
hangers. Such hooks project firom iqiholsteiy of the headliner of the vehicle and 
may be unsightly. The protruding hooks may also present a safety hazard in the fomi 
of a projection against which a person may bump their head either while entering or 
CTiting the vehicle^ or in the event of an accident Moxeover^ when ^e hooks are 
used, the clothes restrict the visibility of the xear wmdows. Furtiiemiore^ the hooks 
are relatively small, inaccessible, and cannot accommodate more fiian a few hangers. 

Snmmny Y' of the Invention 

[0003] The inventor of the present invention has recognized these and other 
problems associated with garment hooks. To this end» the inventor has developed a 
closure panel for a vehicle, the closure panel selected firom the group consisting of a 
door assembly and a liftgate assembly. The closure panel is capable of movement 
between an open position and a closed position. A garmem hook assembly is 
mounted to an inner paxiel of the closure paneL 

Brief Description of the Drawing s 
[0004] The present invention will now be described, by way of example, widi 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

rOOOSl Figure 1 is a perspective view of the gannent hook assembly in its lowered 
and raised position. 

[0006] Figure 2 is a perspective view of the gannent hook assembly £u its lowered 
position within a sports utility vehicle. 

-1- 

ASvyjCMnirn RHFFT 



^ Oct-1B-04 03:03po FroQ-Honienian. Millar. Schoart , Cohn 24B 566 831} 



f-r- — , ' ' / 



P. 01 4/018 F-9B4 



5U PERSED El) 



Clainw 

What is claimed is: 

1. A closure panel assembly for a vehicle (12), com^prisiiig: 

a closure panel (20) selected fiom the grotqy consisting of a door 
assembly and a Uftgate assembly capable of movement between an open 
position and a closed position, and 

a gannent hook assembly (10) mounted to the clojsare panel (20). 

2. A closure panel according to Claim 1, wherein said gamient hook 
assembly (10) is pivotajly mounted to an inner panel (14) fermovCTient 
betv^reen a first position and a second position. 

3. A closure panel according to Claim 2, wherein said closure panel (20) 
comprises fhe lifigate of the vehicle, and wherein movement of the liftgate 
fiom said closed position to said open position causes said garment hook 
assembly (10) to move fiom said fitst posilion to said second position. 

4. A closure panel according to Claim 3, herein said gamimt hook 
assembly (10) is automatically moved fiom said £bcst position to said second 
position. 

5. A closure panel accozding to Claim 2, wherein said gannent hook 
assembly (10) comprises a hook portion (24) and abase portion (26). 

6. A closure panel according to Claim 5, whwein said hook portion ^4) 
is capable of retaining garments when said gamient hook assembly (10) is 
positioned in either said first position or said second position. 
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?• A closure panel according to Claim 6, wherein said inner panel (1 4) 
includes arecess (18), and wherein at least a portion of said hookponion (24) 
is received in said recess (18) when said garment hook assembly (10) is in said 
first position, and wherein said hook portion (24) extends outwardly fiom said 
recess (18) when said garment hook assembly (10) is in said second position. 

8. A closure panel according to Claim 1 , wherein movement of said 
closure panel (20) from the closed position to ihe open position moves said 
-garment hook assembly,(10) from an interior of the vehicle (12) to .g^ .exterior 
of the vehicle (12), respectively. 
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